
FRIDAY FOCUS: AZSCI PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS

This webinar will be recorded and posted on the ADE Assessments webpage at 
https://www.azed.gov/assessment .

Please enter your First and Last Name in the Chat for tracking purposes for the live 
event.

We will also be capturing the chat questions.  ADE will compile and create a FAQ list 
which will then be posted on our website.  The FAQ will only include those questions 
that are relevant to the webinar topic.  ADE will follow up with any other questions via 
e-mail.

https://www.azed.gov/assessment
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Background

ÅAzSCI is administered online in Grades 5, 8, 
and 11 in grade bands
ÅGrades 3-5, Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-11 

ÅThe test is designed to be aligned to the 
Arizona Science Standards Core Ideas, Science 
and Engineering Practices (SEPs) and Cross-
Cutting Concepts (CCCs)

ÅAzSCI Prototype (2020), Field Test (2021) and 
the first operational assessment in 2022. 
Performance Levels were set through a 
Standard Setting in June of 2022

ÅAzSCI currently contributes to bonus point for 
participation for State Accountability



EARTH AND SPACE STANDARD



PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS



PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS

The Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) are a series of statements 
that describe the level of knowledge and skills required at each 
performance level on the new assessment. PLDs serve a variety of 
purposes. They provide specific information about what each level 
means and indicate the progression of student knowledge, skill, and 
ability across the performance levels. PLDs provide detail on the 
spectrum, or range, of performance within each performance level. 
They define the processes, strategies, and knowledge students need 
in order to correctly answer test items.



PROFICIENCY LEVELS



PERFORMANCE LEVEL 
DESCRIPTOR-CORE IDEA



PERFORMANCE 
LEVEL 
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PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTOR-CORE IDEA



PLD - SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING PRACTICES



PLD - CROSSCUTTING CONCEPTS



QUESTIONS?



RESOURCES AND 
SUPPORTS



Tools for Teachers and Students
STATE STANDARDS

ÅALL SUBJECTS

ÅQUICK LINKS - FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTSRESOURCES

HTTP:// WWW .AZED.GOV/ STANDARDS-PRACTICES/

AZSCI ASSESSMENTRESOURCESTO SUPPORTINSTRUCTION

ÅITEM SPECIFICATIONS

ÅITEM TYPES

ÅSAMPLE TEST

ÅAZSCI SCORINGGUIDES

ÅAZSCI EXHIBITS

HTTPS:// WWW .AZED.GOV/ ASSESSMENT/ SCI

http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/sci


Tying it Together

ÅUtilizing Data Reports to flag or 
bring attention to one of the 
reporting categories

ÅExamining existing lessons to 
ensure the lesson is targeting 
different levels

ÅWork with curriculum coaches

Roster Report with Summary allows an at -a-glance view of school  and grade.



FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS


